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This table lists Hebrew keywords, abbreviations, and acronyms that appear on Jewish matzevot
(tombstones). It also presents the spelled out Hebrew for abbreviations and acronyms as well as the
English translation of the Hebrew. The table consolidates information from the following sources:

* Alcalay, Ruvn (2000). The Complete English-Hebrew, Hebrew-English Dictionary. 5 volumes. Tel
Aviv: Miskal Publishing and Distribution; and, Brooklyn: Chemed Books.

Alcalay and Even-Shoshan are the defining dictionaries for Hebrew. Both contain many
abbreviations and acronyms.

* Ashkenazi, Shmuel and Dov Yarden. "Otsar Rashe Tevot" (Thesaurus of Hebrew abbreviations).
Hebrew. 601 pages. ISBN: 965-17-0203-6.

Ashkenazi, along with Even-Shoshan and Alcalay are the definitive works on Hebrew
Abbreviations.

* Biella, Joan and Rachel Simon (compilers). “Hebrew Abbreviations”. Princeton University
Library’s Cataloging Documentation. Available on the Web at
http:/ /infosharel.princeton.edu/katmandu/hebrew/open.html.

This source gives the Hebrew abbreviation, romanization of the abbreviation, and the spelled out
romanized form. It does not give the full Hebrew form, and it does not provide translations. The
abbreviations are based on volume 4 of the 1988 edition of Even-Shoshan. Only a few of the
abbreviations from this source are in the following table.

* Blatt, Warren. “Reading Hebrew Tombstones: A JewishGen InfoFile.” Available on the Web at
http:/ /www jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/tombstones.html.

* Caplan, Judith Shulamith Langer-Surnamer. How to read a Hebrew tombstone anywhere in the
world: Tombstone translation topics or the Matzevah Matters.” Presented at The 24th IAJGS
International Conference on Jewish Genealogy, July 2004 in Jerusalem. Available on a
Conference cd-rom and from the author (Judith27@aol.com).

* Doctor, Ronald D. “Kremenets Uyezd Jewish Cemeteries Translation Project.” This project is
translating more than 4,100 matzevot from the Jewish cemeteries of Kremenets, Vishnevets, and
Yampol, Ukraine. Since the project is ongoing, the list is updated periodically.

* Floersheim, Eva. “Learning about the Gravestones from Lubaczow: A Beginner's Tutorial.”
Available on the Web at http:/ /www.shtetlinks.jewishgen.org/lubaczow/bgntut.htm.

e Holtzman, Ada. “Abbreviations and terms found on tombstones in Poland”. Available on the
Web at http:/ /www.zchor.org/ABB.HTM.

* Tagger, Mathilde A. (Compiler). “Hebrew Acronyms on tombstones and death registers.”
Presented at The 24th IAJGS International Conference on Jewish Genealogy, July 2004 in
Jerusalem. Available on a Conference cd-rom and from the Israel Genealogical Society
(igs@isragen.org.il).

In the following table, a double-quote (“) or an apostrophe (') in the Hebrew abbreviation or acronym

indicates where letters or words have been omitted. Please report any errors or additions to Dr. Ronald
D. Doctor (rondoctor@earthlink.net).

Abrreviations, Acronyms, and Keywords.dwd 14 January 2005 Page 1


morris
follows hebrew aleph-bet


Reading Hebrew Matzevot
Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase

Sukkot, first intermediate day DI TV DM N
Passover, first intermediate day MDD T 5y N
Passover, first day MDD N
Rosh Chodesh, 1st day of 2 days WM NN 7N
Rosh Hashana, New Year (first day) =3 WNTT N
1st day of the Year (Rosh Hashana) I YNTT N W= N
Shavuos, first day MY N
Chanuka (Day 1) =3 N
Sukkot, Feast of Tabernacles (first day) MO0 N
woman of valor Sy N N
the chaste (or modest, humble, N RN YN
unpretentious)
wife of Reb (Mr.) 99 YN "N
father N
Av (Hebrew month) AN
Father of tbe{ House of Judgement, or 17 02 2N 73N
Chief Presiding Judge, or head of
Rabbinical Court
my father 'YaN
Spring 203N
(see VDI 1171 222N 3)
our father 13998
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot
Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase

young married man T1aN
our Master, our Teacher and our Rabbi 139999 1399 13319N =78
(title of a Hasidic Rabbi)
Adar I (Hebrew month) N TIN
Adar II (Hebrew month) ' TN
1st day of the month [7anhinivd - minini f]‘?N VRN
brother N
sister DIAN
my brother PN
our brother 1IN
last (day) of Passover oD Sy NN
a G-d fearing man Dqu‘pg N=Y ON NN
He was granted a long life DO DAY PIOYOIN WIIN
(literally: many days and years)
Iyar (Hebrew month) N
aman / woman TN /BN
an important or highly esteemed 3 BN
individual, a VIP
a very old man, a great scholar WY WIN
a man (who was) elderly/ great scholar abva TPT WMWY WON
(who was) old and full/satiated of days -
a man young in days DOY5 YN BN
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English

Full Phrase in Hebrew

Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase

a man tender in years

D2 TN

simple, upright, very honest man S 0N BN
(e.g. a good person)

Elul (Hebrew month) 5o
widow F1215N
mother oN
my mother AN
our mother PN
a sigh mimhis
Isru Chag hinfini=h
(the day following a festival)

Rabbi’s wife 31 PPN N
fever DRRYI N
a woman MEN
old woman MaPT PN
a dear woman P TN
Asarah B'Tevet, The Tenth of Tevet PNana Yy
wife, woman YN
a woman of valor Sym AN
a woman of valor who can find NLIY 9 By MmN
my wife PN
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase

a simple and honest man S OO BN AN
unmarried young man TN
son 12 '
Sukkot, second intermediate day P90 T 5y 79
Passover, second intermediate day MDD TV 5y e
Passover, second day Moo= e
Rosh Hashana, New Year (second day) =S NS S
Shavuos, second day AT s
Chanuka (Day 2) =3m 9
Sukkot, Feast of Tabernacles (second day) b inluidn)
son of Reb / daughter of Reb 37 n37/23933 -ra
son of Rabbi ... 3912 279

in the Spring of this life, was taken away

ABPI 1791 203N

with a sigh MMIND
weeping i)
blessed be the true Judge DN 1T N3 =79
in the prime of his days 19149 918
inspector !
son of the Rabbi 377113 rma
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English

Full Phrase in Hebrew

Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase

young man / woman

S/ ma

in her life A
son of our teacher and rabbi 9779399 T: miala)s]
for his deeds Alvgijalal
son of 12
spn / daughter of our forefat'her Avraham WIANDMNAN P /T:
(indicates a convert to Judaism)

1. on the eve of Sabbath naY apas 1. »ya
2. Ba’al Shem, miracle-worker o ‘7:} 19

in the next world N oY 2773
the miracle-maker DI SYa higmivjal
the author of ... =3mAm SYa M7arYa
in the next world N2 252
husband by
my husband "oy3
on the eve of the Holy Sabbath W'I'IP Doy 29ya p”w:}:
in the ten penitential days minhlvénRlatBalnlivail Dwya
son of Rabbi ... Y2913 "93
clean (fem./masc) [3/m73

Blessed be the True Judge
(prayer recited on hearing bad news)

DBNA T ™A
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase

in a good name (reputation) 29 OWa aldrvgm}
in years D3 33
daughter of P
daughter of the Rabbis 0%3a.1 Na
the daughter of Mr. ... LWk
woman (unmarried) =51

Sukkot, third intermediate day

PO T M s

Passover, third intermediate day

MDD T 9T

Chanuka (Day 3) maNANA
charity, benevolence Dv1om Mol / Ton s n
paradise I 1 I3
[he] was charitable and benevolent “or nj‘pﬁ fap] mldap!

Sukkot, fourth intermediate day

PO T ST

Passover, fourth intermediate day

MDD T DM T

Chanuka (Day 4) =993 7T

A dalet is used as a substitute for G-d’s SN DY myipfala) -

name

righteous judgement DTY 10T P

uncle .=

aunt ARl
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase
tears jijaly
tears on the cheek o By piT
(the origin of this phrase is in the Tanakh,
Lamentations 1:2)
from this place taili=plala) Raiala) AN
possibly: of the Holy community possibly: LTI nbﬁﬂp by eliel
Chanuka (Day 5) =93
Hashem owns n
(the Name used instead of spelling out
the name of G-d)
is it not he, the very one; behold it is he NI N'?ﬂ ==
the other world, the world to come Nam D‘7Wl—| ==
the woman =N TN
the young married man TN2ANT
the chaste (or modest or humble or SUYANST FTONTT
unpretentious) woman
the unmarried young man woman =53/ A
the learned 1N " q=-
1. The wise Rabbi Torm A 1. imdn el
2. The pious Rabbi
m i P i B P OOR
the great learned sage Sy B ==
the great Rabbi Sy=3m 9 -
woe! alas! ah! N3 RO ==
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

alive

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase

Hoshana Rabah (the last day of the mam NIV UV wate
Sukkot Festival)
the chaste (or, modest, humble) mivARR
grow old, age e
the old, the elderly man i 1o
the Chasid pR=Inin
(a follower of the Chasidic movement
founded by Baal Shem Tov)
may the Lord revenge his blood W 2P DY e late!
may the Lord preserve him and keep him TN IR S e

the child (masc./fem.)

ARl Wie iy

the dear one, beloved

ok

dear, beloved (fem./masc.)

arialianiiy

the Cohen . ‘ =
(descendant of Aharon, the High Priest)

the Levite 95
(descendant of the tribe of Levi)

the cheek srom
the teacher mimhlalel galnl
known as, aka 3120
the Mishna preaching rabbi, Rabbi 5T AR TS 1 midalalul
the late, the deceased manan
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot
Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase

“the Maskil” sometimes is used as an (‘7732,’?_35) Sy
honorific, meaning great scholar. (See the '
translation for 2*ow)
the memorial IR
haRav, the Rabbi oty ==
(haRav does not necessarily refer to a
Rabbi.)
haRav, the Rabbi late!
(haRav does not necessarily refer to a
Rabbi.)
the scholar, learned, pious %3310
(This is an honorary title for a Torah scholar.)
the Rabbi’s wife Imbhiminlyi
the righteous Rabbi DY 20 N minte!
the Holy Rabbi NI 29 ekaniy
surely praiseworthy Sbmmm N
Chanuka (Day 6) mNANN
and tears on the cheek o DY v

(the origin of this phrase is in the Tanakh,
Lamentations 1:2)

and went to eternity U -Ih)m
Passover, seventh day Moo
Chanuka (Day 7) =33
may his/her memory be for a blessing, 112925 13O el

(masc./fem.) or, of blessed memory

a tsadik of blessed memory ,—131:‘7 P"lgﬂ Tﬁ:T '72»7
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

festival

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase
may his merit protect us ) 35'73; 129 OLR):
pure (fem./masc.) T/
chaste (or, modest, humble) (fem.) mIARRY
1. may the memory of the righteous be =935 P78 90T L. Sy
for a blessing .

2. the Righteous of blessed memory 1373211721 2.
may the memory of the righteous and === WY DTN ,-yr,-ﬁ;‘ppjm
holy be for a blessing in the world to 5 5
come, or, N[ oA e
May the memory of the righteous and
holy be a blessing and may he merit life
in the hereafter
aged, elder, old (masc. / fem.) 73T
Passover, eighth day i mlnl
Chanuka (Day 8) =993M '
burial society ai~aeBaniin) eidn!
month W=
the intermediate days of a feast 1 9 (o lutlal
the intermediate days of Succoth PI9D TNE 5Im o7
the intermediate days of Passover MDD TN Sy 57
Chol HaMoed, intermediate days of a TP S

passed away in the prime of his days

Y7315 Daw 0

mpjal
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Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

Reading Hebrew Matzevot

English

Full Phrase in Hebrew

Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase

important (masc. / fem.)

(F2Wn/anem) 2wn

Cheshvan (Hebrew month)

e

Cheshvan (Hebrew month)

MM or P

Tisha B’Av, Ninth of Av INS '™
(Fast day, commemorating the
destruction of the First and Second
Temple, as well as the expulsion from
Spain)
Tu B’Av, the 15th of Av ANa D
Tu B’'Shevat, The 15th of Shevat M YA
Tevet (Hebrew month) nan
goodhearted 252w
Yud Zayin Tammuz, 17th day ey aRia)
(fast day)
known, well-known YT
day /days D/ ay
Thursday | ay ialeiminik
Yom Kippur, Day of Atonement 2995 oY
Sunday N DY MYNT o
Wednesday = oy WYan oY
Saturday T an naw on
Tuesday ar wrbY oY
Monday 'aay v an
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot
Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase
Friday ali=)y ww oy
child (masc. / fem.) RN LT
dear, precious (masc./fem.) an/=iaie
G-d fearing DY N9 WY
reverent NS
oldness, age nw &
honest, straightforward, virtuous, )
righteous
honest, straightforward, upright, SR/ EEY
righteous (fem./masc.)
the honored <935 )
honor to his Holiness inivaminiinie) pi=
loneliness, decollation FaNYa YnYS
his days were finished in his best years 0932 MaNa 1Y YbS
g

our honored teacher, Rabbi %27 1399 T2 mlale!
Kislev (Hebrew month) it
honor to his illustrious, distinguished VINDA DY a0 faldgm)
name, or
his glorious, illustrious name (title of
Rabbi)
respect of his prayer nen o Mas nre
decent (fem.) ml~gm)
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot
Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase

crown =19
Lag B'Omer, 33rd day of the counting of YA 3o
the Omer
did not reach the supreme in years mEhbgel 17’557 ol N%
heart (see 25 2°73) ab
from the creation of the world wa AN ab P 35

(this is used to indicate the “thousands”
number of the Hebrew year)

of the month Tz/"i'l.'b ;1n5
to crown N :b
to eternity DomoYs
according to the abbreviated date (TIND YY) 1D Bn 85 i a5

(used to indicate the absence of the
Hebrew millenium. When writing the
numerals of the Jewish year, the
thousands digit is often left off. In that
case, it is assumed to be a 5. So, a year
written as 722 actually is 5722.)

the late, the deceased mhhialn g~
place of burial Tap opn PR
our teacher, Rabbi AhininRhinhia) piga)
forefathers MIAND
very pleasant (masc.) DD IND
luminary of the Exile 5130 IND J7FIND
Preacher T
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase
our teacher and Rabbi 99 9399 -y
also, "I
our teacher the rabbi, Rabbi 999 3713 ==
our Teacher, the Rabbi 299399 =731
teacher of righteousness DTY 77 AT
also, ¥”1
negotiations T N 247984
our teacher and our rabbi, Rabbi 29939999 13999 279
our teacher, Rabbi ... 9979399 ==
our teacher and master, Rabbi ... 999 997 1339 1399 -
wonderful, phenomenal (masc.) N5DI
prominent (masc.) 15511
the termination of the Sabbath AR INYID YA
Motza-ay Yom HaKippurim, Night DYTID9M O INYID 5799
following end of Yom Kippur
Motza-ay Yom Tov, night following the 3 09 INBID Y9
end of a festival
the termination of the Holy Sabbath; w-np Do INSI Prrwmn
Saturday night
(literally: after conclusion of the Holy
Shabat)
our teacher 137
(probably used in the context of a
Melamed)
death aiai~-Wilail=
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase
of this life Yo
(see VDI 1771 2°2NI)
the month of Av (AN PTI) AN DM N7
of women in the tent, she will be blessed -[-n:n 5,—;1};3 mRlwr TD jnldnhta)
Menachem Av (Hebrew month, Av) AN oMIn
her actions, deeds il ave
his deeds YYD
from a righteous line mlvaliiiRfa
small (minor) Synagogue BID BTN
teacher of righteousness e a e ale
Mister ata)
Mar Cheshvan (Hebrew month, ﬁwnjm
Cheshvan)
Mrs., woman (married), falmla)
an adherent of the Haskalah (the (> airm) Sown
enlightenment, or, a scholar, sage, '
enlightened man; sometimes means
teacher and writer
family mini=lvga)
deceased, died D) 3
may his light shine =N "3
(indicates the person is alive)
may his soul rest in Paradise R V3
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

(poetic euphemism)

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase
may his candlelight shine S9N 1) 573
(indicates the person is alive)
he/she died mopn S N2 wpan) B33

generous, donor, philanthropic,
open-handed (masc. / fem.)

[ i R e Y R

(poetic euphemism)

kindhearted 25 2
great-grandson & grandson 9231103 93
(offspring, descendant)

he/she died mopn S N2 N3 b

born (masc. / fem.)

9 7 T

negotiated with trust

MR TN NEND

nice, pleasant (masc.) =m3
Nisan (Hebrew month) =
respected 2353
passed away, died on (masc. / fem.) FvDI / BE) ‘D]
passed away, died on (masc. / fem.) FvDI / BE) D)
passed away, died on (masc. / fem.) =03 / D) ""mo3

passed away, died on (masc. / fem.)

nBel /Bl

a young soul in days

D915 oYY wH3

was taken away Qjiaiek

(see FBP 177N 292N 7

guiding light (ki 13
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase

deputy of Cohen, Priest ’—[31’13‘7 IJD / '-mb TJD t?”.'tD
(source of the name “SEGAL”)
Sukkot, Feast of Tabernacles (first day) N PI9D
Sukkot, Feast of Tabernacles (second day) '3 M9
Sivan (Hebrew month) A=
may he rest in peace oo 195 =y

did not reach (many) years

DO 1T NS T

a young man (lad tender in years)

Dvawa 0 oby

eve of the new moon W WNT 29 alah
eve of 29y
Sabbath eve WD Naw 27y
eve of the Holy Sabbath TP naw 37y Py
here lies / here is (was) buried (masc.) N3P 1D /1Bl 1D VS or 3D
here lies / here is (was) buried (fem.) pipi=Iph iR phlaliahiyi orjust, 3 B
Purim mpllT
Passover [min)s)
here lies / here is (was) interred (masc.) flejalut> "NE or DD
here lies / here is (was) interred (fem.) mPklelalnis) orjust, ¥ B
righteous and honorable man pi=igiineipy mEAR
Tzom Gedaliah, Fast of Gedalia U B AN
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot
Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase
the righteous is the everlasting o5y D DYy DY
foundation
modest (fem./masc.) 'DIAR/ ADIAN
young in days (fem.) mpfakinlin AN
grave 3P -
community VA’ ‘7,-|P e
(literally, Holy assembly
she earned ginhis
reb, rav r-
(This is an honorary title like Mr.)
rav, Rabbi 91 ™
Rabbi y 3‘1
Rosh Khodesh, first of the month W NS mld)
(eve of the new moon; the night when the r—
new moon can first be seen and the new TR BN A
rmonth begins)
Rosh Hashana, New Year (first day) IN IR NS
Rosh Hashana, New Year (second day) 1N I YN
reb, rav 91
(This is an honorary title like Mr.)
Rabbi (Aramaic) mphml 139
Rabbinical; Rabbinist, scholar, learned, %331
pious
tender in years (masc./fem.) DY 7/ plod=Rn i Winin
year (in the year) niw /e w
Holy Shabat P Naw P
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation
or Keyword / Phrase
leader in a Synagogue =19% ey s
community leader
year niw 2
Shavuos, the Feast of Weeks DAy
Shevat (Hebrew month) Hajmbig
full/satiated of days oA YAy
left life and went to eternity oonabys -[";m mpaw
Shabat Kodesh el D Nay
ritual slaughterer & inspector (shokhet D72 B AN or YW
u'badak)
(literally, slaughterer and inspector, e.g.
of the lungs)
Shushan Purim DD e
butcher, ritual slaughterer BEY MY
may he live long and happily, Amen 09991 DY -IjNB =y N7
(used when naming a Rabbi)
1N
good name, good reputation 29 O
Simchat Torah, Rejoicing in the Law miminlninialv
Shimini Atzeres DNy Y
caretaker D gmlig
year / years oo/ mw W
year / years RYw / mAw
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Reading Hebrew Matzevot

Key Words, Abbreviations, & Acronyms

English Full Phrase in Hebrew Hebrew Abbreviation

or Keyword / Phrase
honest, innocent, simple, faultless on
honest and righteous Ay on

honest, innocent (fem./masc.)

(BN / B0 78N

Tamuz (Hebrew month) iilayel
May his/her soul be bound up in the (D3 SNPE FTIn N =3%1n
bond of everlasting life fm

DY N2 AN
(Benediction for the dead, based upon a - AR or, iTA’¥¥N
verse found in Samuel I, 25:29. Usually
appears at the bottom of all gravestones)
Taanis Esther, The Fast of Esther SNDN DNIYN
Tishri (Hebrew month) it il
praiseworthy DL e fale)

A G-d fearing woman is praiseworthy
(Note: This is from Proverbs 31:30.)

N PN TR
55mn0
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